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Fountainhead® Tanz Théâtre presents the 32 nd edition of Black International Cinema Berlin
at the Haus der Demokratie und Menschenrechte (House of Democracy and Human
Rights).
For many years, the free film screenings of the Black International Cinema Berlin took
place at the town hall of Berlin-Schöneberg. After all, the place was emotionally and
historically charged with a moving speech by President John F. Kennedy in 1963 and his
historic presentation "I am a Berliner". In the same year, the Black pastor and civil rights
activist Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. also held his famous speech "I Have a Dream" in
Washington, one of the masterpieces of oral presentation. In this he propagated civil
disobedience as a means of challenging the political practice of racial segregation.
Even today, racial segregation in the USA has not been eliminated. Police attacks on Black
people – often resulting in deaths – are far more common than on white people. In view of
the many refugees in Europe, the issue of persecution and displacement can also no
longer be denied.
Prof. Donald Muldrow Griffith, director of the Fountainhead® Tanz Théâtre in Berlin, not
only walks in the footsteps of freedom fighters such as Martin Luther King through his
annual exhibition "Footprints in the Sand?", but also with the film festival "Black
International Cinema Berlin" for 32 years.
The cinematic works on democracy and human rights, however, have not been shown at
the Rathaus Schöneberg for two years, but from the 12 th to the 14th May 2017 at the Haus
der Demokratie und Menschenrechte, which is located in the eastern part of the united
Berlin, in Greifswalder Straße.
The idea of a Black Cultural Festival was already born in 1980 by Donald Griffith, when the
perception of the existence of people from Africa and the African diaspora became
increasingly apparent, including knowledge of the military forces of the USA, Great Britain
and France, which were still stationed in West Berlin at the time.
In addition to general works on civil rights, the main focus of the films today is on films and
videos regarding the experience of Black people, which is why the annual festival is
named, Black International Cinema Berlin and the festival also presents the experiences of
intercultural citizens internationally.
Current feature films such as the French comedy "BIENVENUE À MARLY-GOMONT" (it
could be translated as: "A Village looks on the black side") or the moving dramas "12
YEARS A SLAVE" by Steve McQueen or "THE BIRTH OF A NATION" by Nate Parker are
not part of the program. Predominantly low-budget productions and documentaries are
presented, which is one of the reasons no entry is required to the film screenings.

This year the event takes place for the 32nd time, under the title A COMPLEXION
CHANGE – "I know a way exists ...". During current times of international concern
regarding the increasingly frustrated and angry citizens of many countries, at their being
omitted from the socioeconomic progress of their societies and the admittance of
newcomers, “I know a way exists...” is thought and felt to be a dynamic formula for
addressing their economic, social and psychological needs.
The festival will feature films from Africa, the African diaspora and contributions with
intercultural and international themes. The majority of films are independent productions,
which can be seen in Germany only during the Black International Cinema Berlin. The
films, including short and long feature films, documentaries and experimental films, are
coming this year from Sierra Leone, Ethiopia, Italy, USA, Germany, Brazil, France,
Slovenia, Austria, Pakistan, Madagascar, Belgium, Portugal and Colombia.
The official opening with speeches is on May 12 at 6 pm.
The film presentations will begin on Friday, May 12, 2017, at 4:00 pm in the RobertHavemann-Saall at Haus der Demokratie und Menschenrechte. The first two contributions
are from Sierra Leone and are part of the "ON THE RISE" series with 8 short films from
Sierra Leone regarding equality.
At 6 pm, the festival will be opened by Prof. Donald Muldrow Griffith, producer and director
of the event. Following the opening, the American documentary "AGENTS OF CHANGE",
directed by Frank Dawson and Abby Ginzberg will be screened. This film features an
impressive portrait of the untold story of the racial conflicts at the universities of the USA
and the country at the time of the Civil Rights Movement and the Black Power movement
whose protests ultimately helped to establish faculties such as Black and Ethnic Studies.
Also to be presented at the festival is Peter Bringmann-Henselder's film "EINE GANZ
NORMALE KINDHEIT" (A very normal childhood) (part I). This documentation describes
the experiences of institutionalized children in Germany, who often suffered a lot from
misery and injustice. The portrayals of the former institutionalized children demonstrate
how important it is that these traumatic consequences and experiences have to be taken
seriously and the affected children of all grades have to be supported in coping with and
overcoming them.
Another highlight is the Micki Dickoff production "THE GATHERING". The film tells the
story of Witness to Innocence, the only organization of exonerated death row survivors
and their families in the United States.
Royston Scott introduces us through "THE SARA SPENCER WASHINGTON STORY" to
the life of a Black millionaire who established her hair and beauty products in international
cosmetic schools, which provided thousands of Black women with financial independence
through opening their own salons.
In "PARIS NOIR: AFRICAN AMERICANS IN THE CITY OF LIGHT", Joanne Burke tells the
story of gifted soldiers, writers, painters, sculptors, musicians and entertainers from the
end of the First World War to the occupation of France in 1940, why their experience was
so different and how it impacted their lives, when unburdened from the racial history of the
United States of America.

On an intimate journey through Madagascar and Europe, Cesar Paes takes us in "SONGS
FOR MADAGASCAR". He remains close to the creative work of a group of musicians,
including Erick Manana, Justin Vali, Dama Mahaleo, Olombelo Ricky, Jaojoby and Régis
Gizavo, who, despite their cultural and geographical differences, have decided to work
together and utilize their art as a megaphone in order to raise awareness around the world
about the fragile and unique environment of their island.
Another film based in Ethiopia is the German-Portuguese production "CIRCUS DEBERE
BERHAN" by filmmaker Lukas Berger. He presents a circus performance which takes
place in the natural surroundings of Ethiopia. Each location fits the environment and the
performances of the troops.
Black International Cinema Berlin
An International Media Project (UNESCO)
12th-14th May 2017
Robert-Havemann-Saal & Foyer
Greifswalder Straße 4
10405 Berlin/Germany
Links:
www.blackinternationalcinema.de | www.black-international-cinema.com
Admission is free.
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Festival ● Scene & Events
A WAY WHICH EXISTS
In May, for the 32nd time, the film festival Black International Cinema Berlin presents Black films
about various subject matter. Documentaries, short and feature films provide insights into
lifeworlds, histories and emotions.
From May 12 to 14, 2017 Fountainhead® Tanz Théâtre, under the production and direction of Prof.
Donald Muldrow Griffith, presents the 32nd edition of the annual festival Black International
Cinema Berlin at the Haus der Demokratie und Menschenrechte (House of Democracy and Human
Rights). This year, the event will take place under the title "I know a way exists …". The festival will
present films from Africa, the African diaspora and contributions with intercultural and international
subject matter. For the most part, they are independent productions, which can be viewed in
Germany only at the Black International Cinema Berlin. The films, including short and long feature
films, documentaries and experimental films, are coming this year from Sierra Leone, Ethiopia,
Italy, USA, Germany, Brazil, France, Slovenia, Austria, Pakistan, Madagascar, Belgium, Portugal
and Colombia.
The event offers in a respectful atmosphere, the opportunity to travel into worlds which are often
closed to us. These insights and the possibility of cultural and artistic exchanges are a valuable
treasure in support of the efforts to improve understanding, growing cooperation and constructive
coexistence in our changing society.
On May 12 at 6 pm, the festival will be opened by Prof. Donald Muldrow Griffith, producer and
director of the event. Following the opening, the US documentary “Agents of Change”, directed by
Frank Dawson and Abby Ginzberg, will be presented. This film paints an impressive portrait of the
untold story of the racial conflicts at the universities in the USA during the Civil Rights Movement
and the Black Power Movement whose protests ultimately helped to establish faculties such as
Black and Ethnic Studies. The question of who will take a stand and fight for the inclusion of
marginalized communities, 45 years later, is the focus of this film.
Also to be seen at the festival is Peter Bringmann-Henselder's “Eine ganz normale Kindheit” (“A
very normal childhood”). The documentation describes the experiences of institutionalized children
in Germany, who often suffered a lot from harm and injustice. Another highlight is the Micki Dickoff
production “The Gathering”. She portrays the story of “Witness to Innocence”, the only organization
of released survivors from the death row of prisons in the United States and their families.
Royston Scott tells us in “The Sara Spencer Washington Story” regarding the life of a Black
millionaire who established her hair and beauty products in international cosmetic schools, which
provided thousands of Black women financial independence by opening their own salons.
In “Paris Noir, African Americans in the City of Light”, Joanne Burke tells the story of talented
soldiers, writers, painters, sculptors, musicians and entertainers from the end of the First World
War until the occupation of France in 1940, why their experiences were so different and how this
affected their lives, when the burden of the racial history of the United States of America was taken
from them.
The exhibition “Footprints in the Sand?”, a book stand with more than 200 books from international
Black authors and seminars are completing the festival.
www.black-international-cinema.com

Forum
The Weekly Magazine
http://www.magazin-forum.de/news/kultur/kulturverführung-120
Kulturverführung (Cultural Temptation), May 12, 2017
Festival: Yes, it's about big names: like Ida B. Wells, who, around 1900, as an AfricanAmerican journalist was engaged in justice. But the real heroes are the small people: the
Ethiopian circus group in their rehearsals, Mammie Fatu from Sierra Leone, who fights for
her daughter Abie to go to school. Or the little Brazilian Giulia, who plays with a sunbeam
on the floor ... - Enjoy films, in this part of the world often unknown, which are mostly about
the life of "People of Color"; they put problems mercilessly into the focus and then again
are incredibly poetic. Stories, documentaries, conversations in an experientially wonderful
personal atmosphere. XXXII. 2017 Black International Cinema Berlin from Friday to
Sunday, May 12-14, at the Haus der Demokratie und Menschenrechte (House of
Democracy and Human Rights), Greifswalder Straße 4, 10405 Berlin; Admission free;
Further information is available at www.black-international-cinema.com.

taz (die tageszeitung)
http://bewegung.taz.de/termine/xxxii-2017-black-international-cinema-berlin
XXXII. 2017 Black International Cinema Berlin
"Footprints in the Sand?" ExhibitionBerlin 2017
Visual Documentation – Photographic Exhibition
THE COLLEGIUM - Forum & Television Program Berlin
Black International Cinema Berlin – Archive Film Presentation
A Complexion Change
"I know a way exists..."
Many years ago, an invitation from Theater des Westens to West-Berlin Germany, led to
the founding of Fountainhead® Tanz Thèâtre in 1980 and subsequently, Black
International Cinema Berlin, THE COLLEGIUM - Forum & Television Program Berlin,
“Footprints in the Sand?” ExhibitionBerlin and Cultural Zephyr e.V., and the beginning of
artistic cultural creations at the Tempodrom, Amerika Haus and additional Berlin, European
and international venues.
An idea of a Black Cultural Festival arose, as an awareness of the existence of persons
from Africa and the African Diaspora became increasingly apparent, including knowledge
about the military forces of the USA, British and French personnel stationed in WestBerlin.
Accompanying our maturation process, was the need to provide ourselves and the public
with information regarding the historical contributions of descendants from the African
continent.
With the support of our German colleagues and as interest from the above stated groups
developed, we established the 1st Black Cultural Festival in Europe in 1986, during 3
weeks of excitement, ideas and toil!
The Black International Cinema Berlin began during the 3rd festival week, at the Arsenal
Cinema with the support of Erika and Ulrich Gregor and so the week of film from the
continent of Africa and additional intercultural diasporic countries was founded.
A vision of possibilities fortunately, always shone before us and provided a path of
enlightenment for our continuation of cultural development and events in a variety of fields,
until the present.
This light we wish to share with other persons, as in the past and hopefully, future
tomorrows.
I know a way exists for ourselves and you!
Let us continue to strive and thrive together.
I know a way exists...
During current times of international concern regarding the increasingly frustrated and
angry citizens of many countries, at their being omitted from the socioeconomic progress
of their societies and the admittance of newcomers, “I know a way exists...” is thought and
felt to be a dynamic formula for addressing their economic, social and psychological
needs.
“Politics is a concentrated expression of economics” - Vladimir Lenin

During May 12-14, 2017 at the Haus der Demokratie und Menschenrechte, a number of
filmmakers, artists and seminar presenters are displaying through their educated talent
and developed prowess, how they “know a way exists.”
“Yes, we can and Yes, we better…” - Barack Obama and Donald Muldrow Griffith
“I may not make it if I try, but I damn sure won’t if I don’t…” - Oscar Brown Jr.
The 32nd edition of the Black International Cinema Berlin 2017 addresses “A Complexion
Change” a historical sharing of human contributions to and within many world societies.
“I know a way exists...” seeks to contribute constructive approaches to these historical
developments, while also creating peaceful means toward each society's adaptation to
their new worlds.
The festival will present films from Africa, the African diaspora and contributions with
intercultural and international subject matters. For the most part, they are independent
productions, which can be viewed in Germany only at the Black International Cinema
Berlin. The films, including short and long feature films, documentaries and experimental
films, are coming this year from Sierra Leone, Ethiopia, Italy, USA, Germany, Brazil,
France, Slovenia, Austria, Pakistan, Madagascar, Belgium, Portugal and Colombia.
The visual presentation "Footprints in the Sand?" ExhibitionBerlin 2017, Ricky's book
stand with more than 200 books of international Black authors and the seminars "So, you
wanna make a documentary?" with Prof. Ken Wyatt and "Is Donald Trump the Thilo
Sarrazin of the USA?" with Alinka Seth, are dedicated to "I know a way exists ..." through
literature, artistic expression and thought-provoking discourse.
The event offers the opportunity to travel into worlds which are often closed to us. These
insights and the possibility of cultural and artistic exchanges are a valuable treasure for the
efforts to improve understanding, growing cooperation and constructive coexistence in our
changing society.
Information and program: www.blackinternationalcinema.de/BIC17/bic_17.html
Producer:
Prof. Donald Muldrow Griffith, Fountainhead® Dance Théâtre / Cultural Zephyr e.V.

LoNam
The Africa Magazine
Film Festival: Black International Cinema in Berlin
Diaspora, May 5, 2017
During May 12-14, 2017 Fountainhead® Tanz Théâtre presents the 32nd edition of the
annual festival Black International Cinema Berlin at the Haus der Demokratie und
Menschenrechte (House of Democracy and Human Rights) in Berlin.
From May 12 to 14, 2017 Fountainhead® Tanz Théâtre, under the production and direction
of Prof. Donald Muldrow Griffith, presents the 32nd edition of the annual festival Black
International Cinema Berlin at the Haus der Demokratie und Menschenrechte (House of
Democracy and Human Rights) in Berlin-Prenzlauer Berg (a district of Berlin). This year,
the event will take place under the title A COMPLEXION CHANGE - "I know a way
exists ...", a historical sharing of human contributions to and within many world societies. "I
know a way exists..." seeks to contribute constructive approaches to these historical
developments, while also creating peaceful means toward each society's adaptation to
their new worlds.
The festival will present films from Africa, the African diaspora and contributions with
intercultural and international subject matters. For the most part, they are independent
productions, which can be viewed in Germany only at the Black International Cinema
Berlin. The films, including short and long feature films, documentaries and experimental
films, are coming this year from Sierra Leone, Ethiopia, Italy, USA, Germany, Brazil,
France, Slovenia, Austria, Pakistan, Madagascar, Belgium, Portugal and Colombia.
The film presentations will begin on Friday, May 12, at 4 pm in the Robert-Havemann-Saal
at the Haus der Demokratie und Menschenrechte (Robert Havemann Hall at the House of
Democracy and Human Rights). The first two contributions are from Sierra Leone and are
part of the series ON THE RISE with 8 short films from Sierra Leone on equal rights. The
first is PLAN WELL / EINE FAMILIE NACH PLAN by Franklin T. O. M'Cormack. He tells the
story of Abdul, who finally wants a son to carry the family's name. When his wife refuses
and he throws her out of the house, he soon begins to realize that he behaved
prematurely.
This is followed by DIANA’S DIARY / DIANAS TAGEBUCH directed by Mohamed Janneh.
The film deals with domestic sexual violence and a mother who wants to believe it only
when it is too late.
SHASHAMANE by Giulia Amati takes us on a journey to Shashamane in Ethiopia and
describes a chapter in the long history of the African diaspora, by the voices of men and
women who abandoned the West 400 years after the beginning of the African slave trade,
in search of their promised land.
At 6 pm the festival will be opened by Prof. Donald Muldrow Griffith, producer and director
of the event. He is supported by Rolf Gänsrich, journalist, author and radio producer, Prof.
Ken Wyatt, award-winning documentary filmmaker and MFA Kera, musician, composer
and author.
Following the opening, the US documentary AGENTS OF CHANGE, directed by Frank
Dawson and Abby Ginzberg, will be presented. This film paints an impressive portrait of

the untold story of the racial conflicts at the universities of the USA and the country during
the Civil Rights Movement and the Black Power Movement whose protests ultimately
helped to establish faculties such as Black and Ethnic Studies. The question of who will
take a stand and fight for the inclusion of marginalized communities, 45 years later, is the
focus of this film.
Also to be screened at the festival is Peter Bringmann-Henselder's EINE GANZ
NORMALE KINDHEIT (A very normal childhood) (part I). The documentation describes the
experiences of institutionalized children in Germany, who often suffered a lot from harm
and injustice. The portrayals of the former institutionalized children demonstrate how
important it is that these traumatic consequences and experiences have to be taken
seriously and the affected children of all grades have to be helped in reprocessing and
coping.
Another highlight is the Micki Dickoff production THE GATHERING. She tells the story of
“Witness to Innocence”, the only organization of released survivors from the death row of
prisons in the United States and their families.
Royston Scott tells us in THE SARA SPENCER WASHINGTON STORY regarding the life
of a black millionaire who established her hair and beauty products in international
cosmetic schools, which provided thousands of Black women financial independence by
opening their own salons.
In PARIS NOIR, AFRICAN AMERICANS IN THE CITY OF LIGHT, Joanne Burke tells the
story of talented soldiers, writers, painters, sculptors, musicians and entertainers from the
end of the First World War until the occupation of France in 1940, why their experiences
were so different and how this affected their lives, when the burden of the racial history of
the United States of America was taken from them.
On an intimate journey through Madagascar and Europe, Cesar Paes takes us in SONGS
FOR MADAGASCAR. He remains close to the creative work of a group of musicians,
including Erick Manana, Justin Vali, Dama Mahaleo, Olombelo Ricky, Jaojoby and Régis
Gizavo, who, despite their cultural and geographical differences, have decided to work
together and utilize their art as a megaphone in order to raise awareness around the world
about the fragile and unique environment of their island.
Another film based in Ethiopia is the German-Portuguese production CIRCUS DEBERE
BERHAN by filmmaker Lukas Berger. He presents a circus performance which takes place
in the natural surroundings of Ethiopia. Each location corresponds to the environment and
performances of the company members.
Also part of the festival are two Fountainhead® Dance Théâtre productions of the
television magazine THE COLLEGIUM - Forum & Television Program Berlin under the
direction and moderation of Prof. Donald Muldrow Griffith, as well as films from the archive
of the Black International Cinema Berlin, including the William Greaves productions IDA B.
WELLS, MALCOLM X: NATIONALIST OR HUMANIST? and THE FIRST WORLD
FESTIVAL OF NEGRO ARTS as well as HITLER'S LEGACY by Sebastian Stein from
1992.
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Newsletter of the Commissioner of Integration
Transnational & Intercultural Diplomacy –
An International Media Project (UNESCO)
May 12-14
XXXII. 2017
BLACK INTERNATIONAL CINEMA BERLIN - “Footprints in the Sand?” ExhibitionBerlin
May 12-14
Haus der Demokratie und Menschenrechte
(House of Democracy and Human Rights)
Robert-Havemann-Saal (Robert Havemann Hall)
Greifswalder Straße 4, 10405 Berlin / Germany
Admission for all events is free of charge.
Program: http://www.black-international-cinema.com/
BIC17/html/bic17_program/bic17_may_12.html
Acomplexion Change –
“I know a way exists...”
From May 12 to 14, 2017 Fountainhead® Tanz Théâtre, under the production and direction
of Prof. Donald Muldrow Griffith, presents the 32nd edition of the annual festival Black
International Cinema Berlin at the Haus der Demokratie und Menschenrechte (House of
Democracy and Human Rights) in Berlin-Prenzlauer Berg (a district of Berlin). This year,
the event will take place under the title A Complexion Change - "I know a way exists …".
During current times of international concern regarding the increasingly frustrated and
angry citizens of many countries, at their being omitted from the socioeconomic progress
of their societies and the admittance of newcomers, “I know a way exists...” is thought and
felt to be a dynamic formula for addressing their economic, social and psychological
needs.
“Politics is a concentrated expression of economics” - Vladimir Lenin
During May 12-14, 2017 at the Haus der Demokratie und Menschenrechte, a number of
filmmakers, artists and seminar presenters are displaying through their educated talent
and developed prowess, how they “know a way exists.”
“Yes, we can and Yes, we better…” - Barack Obama and Donald Muldrow Griffith
“I may not make it if I try, but I damn sure won’t if I don’t…” - Oscar Brown Jr.
The 32nd edition of the Black International Cinema Berlin 2017 addresses “A Complexion
Change” a historical sharing of human contributions to and within many world societies.
“I know a way exists...” seeks to contribute constructive approaches to these historical
developments, while also creating peaceful means toward each society's adaptation to
their new worlds.

The festival will present films from Africa, the African diaspora and contributions with
intercultural and international subject matter. For the most part, they are independent
productions, which may be viewed in Germany only at the Black International Cinema
Berlin. The films, including short and long feature films, documentaries and experimental
films, are arriving this year from Sierra Leone, Ethiopia, Italy, USA, Germany, Brazil,
France, Slovenia, Austria, Pakistan, Madagascar, Belgium, Portugal and Colombia.
The visual presentation "Footprints in the Sand?" ExhibitionBerlin 2017, Ricky's book
stand with more than 200 books from international Black authors and seminars "So, you
wanna make a documentary?" with Prof. Ken Wyatt and "Is Donald Trump the Thilo
Sarrazin of the USA?" with Alinka Seth, are dedicated to "I know a way exists ..." through
literature, artistic expression and thought-provoking discourse.
The event offers the opportunity to travel into worlds which are often closed to us. These
insights and the possibility of cultural and artistic exchanges are a valuable treasure
towards efforts to improve understanding, growing cooperation and constructive
coexistence in our changing society.
Mottos:
"I may not make it if I try, but I damn sure won't if I don't..." - Oscar Brown Jr.
"Mankind will either find a way or make one." - C.P. Snow
"Whatever you do..., be cool!" - Joseph Louis Turner
"Yes, I can...!" - Sammy Davis Jr.
"Yes, We can...!" - Barack Obama
“Yes, we can and Yes, we better…” - Barack Obama and Donald Muldrow Griffith
©Prof. Donald Muldrow Griffith/Fountainhead® Tanz Théâtre/Cultural Zephyr e.V.,
April 2017
Further Information/Contact:
http://www.black-international-cinema.com/BIC17/html/bic17_program/bic17_may_12.html
www.fountainhead-tanz-theatre.de
E-Mail: bicdance@aol.com
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Agents of Change
The 32nd edition of the annual "Black International Cinema Berlin" festival, with films from
Africa, the African diaspora and contributions regarding intercultural subject matter, will
take place until the day after tomorrow. For the opening, the recent documentation "Agents
of Change" will be presented, which is dealing with the history of racial conflicts at US
universities and the question of who is now taking a stand for the inclusion of marginalized
communities. As with the entire festival, admission is free.
Haus der Demokratie und Menschenrechte (House of Democracy and Human Rights)
Greifswalder Str. 4
Berlin-Prenzlauer Berg, 6 pm
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BLACK INTERNATIONAL CINEMA BERLIN
Agents of Change
The 32nd edition of this festival, with films from Africa, the diaspora and contributions
regarding intercultural and international subject matter, will take place until the day after
tomorrow. For the opening, the recent documentation "Agents of Change" will be
presented, which is dealing with the history of racial conflicts at US universities and the
question of who is now taking a stand for the inclusion of marginalized communities. As
with the entire festival, admission is free.
Haus der Demokratie und Menschenrechte (House of Democracy and Human Rights)
Greifswalder Str. 4
Berlin-Prenzlauer Berg, 6 pm

