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Black International Cinema Berlin 
 
On May 7, it is finally time again: Berlin celebrates the prelude to the Black International 
Cinema Berlin, one of the most important intercultural film festivals in Berlin. 
 
For the 29th time, the Fountainhead Tanz Théâtre invites its international audience to 
participate in an intercultural journey of discovery. However, competition between 
international filmmakers is not the focus. Instead the festival wishes to present a selection 
of unique documentaries, feature and short films, seminars and artistic performances, 
which provide new intercultural perspectives to the festival guests, critically question 
cultural realities and promote exchange and cooperation between its participants. 
For 5 days, the Schöneberg City Hall will be the scene of fascinating contributions from all 
over the world. "…Art and culture can build bridges, cross borders and pull away from 
stereotypical categorized thinking. Therefore, initiatives such as Black International 
Cinema Berlin are important for the capital of Germany," says Gabriele Gün Tank, 
Commissioner for Integration of the district Tempelhof-Schöneberg. Admission to all events 
is free!  
 
XXIX. Black International Cinema Berlin 
May 7-11, 2014 
RATHAUS SCHÖNEBERG (SCHÖNEBERG CITY HALL) 
John-F.-Kennedy-Platz  
 
You may find the program at www.blackinternationalcinema.de 
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29. Black International Cinema Berlin, 7th-11th May 2014  
AVIVA editorial 
 
This year's festival is inspired by the theme "Pathways to Enlightenment". This metaphor 
represents the diverse opportunities to approach cross-cultural and international 
perspectives in the form of videos, articles, seminars and artistic contributions and walk 
along paths that lead to new knowledge and encouragement to utilize this positively for the 
further development of societies. 
 
Fountainhead Dance Théâtre presents the 29th edition of the annual festival Black 
International Cinema Berlin. The event takes place from May 7-11, 2014 in conjunction 
with the subsequent exhibition "Footprints in the Sand?" Exhibition from 1 July to 31 
August 2014, for the 6th time at the Schöneberg City Hall. Also this year, the festival is 
organized in cooperation with the Commissioner for Integration of the district Tempelhof-
Schöneberg, Gabriele Gün Tank, and in association with the Embassy of the United States 
of America, Berlin. 
 
During the festival, the audience will be provided with insights into various cultural, social 
and economic circumstances and perspectives, in an atmosphere of respect and 
acknowledgment. Films are from Africa, the African Diaspora and contributions to 
intercultural and international issues. The films allow the visitors traveling to worlds that 
often remain closed to them. These insights and the possibility of exchange provide a 
valuable treasure in regards to the efforts made for better understanding, growing 
cooperation and constructive coexistence in our changing society. 
 
In addition to the film program, the festival will be accompanied by discussions, 
performances, seminars, musical performances and a reading for children. 
 
On May 7 at 6 p.m., the festival opens with a ceremony at the Theodor-Heuss-Saal. After 8 
p.m., the film presentations begin at the cinema in the city hall. One of the opening films is 
the U.S. documentation REFLECTIONS UNHEARD: BLACK WOMEN IN CIVIL RIGHTS 
by Nevline Nnaji. Through the personal stories of several former black female Civil Rights 
activists, the director points out the lesser known story of black women's marginalization 
between the male dominated Black Power movement and the predominately white and 
middle class feminist movement of the 1960's and 70's. It is the first film of its kind that has 
been focusing exclusively on the contributions and experiences of black women in the era 
of the Civil Rights Movement. 
 
On Friday, May 9, 8 p.m., the German-Israeli documentation CHAJA & MIMI by Eric Esser 
will be presented. A film about friendship, home and identity. We meet Chaya Florentin and 
Mimi Frons in a cafe in Tel Aviv, in which the best friends for 83 years meet every day. 



Born and raised in Berlin, they escaped the Nazis in 1934 with their families and fled to 
Palestine. They share their story with us and talk about their ambivalent relationship to 
Berlin. 
 
The German documentation STATUS OF LIFE by filmmaker Patricia Lewandowska, 
follows four young women from various regions in southern Africa, whose lives are 
affected by the HIV virus in different ways. Impressively, they manage to master the 
balance between fear, normality and their dreams of life through incredible bravery: to 
have a baby, promote education and find happiness. It is primarily a film about love. Listed 
on Saturday, 10.5., 4 p.m. 
 
Admission to all events is free. 
 
 







BĘŘŁŸÑ 2014/05 
international number 112 
 
The newsletter of the Commissioner for Integration 
 
 
07.-11.05 preview.:  
XXIX. BLACK INTERNATIONAL CINEMA BERLIN 2014  
"Pathways to Enlightenment"  
A COMPLEXION CHANGE  
Transnational & Intercultural Diplomacy  
An International Media Project (UNESCO)  
 
May 07-11, 2014 Rathaus Schöneberg (city hall)  
Theodor-Heuss-hall, cinema, foyer  
John-F.-Kennedy-Platz 10825 Berlin / Germany  
 
Program: http://www.blackinternationalcinema.de/BIC14/bic_14.htm  
 
as well as 
 
July 01 - August 31, 2014  
"Footprints in the Sand?" Exhibition  
Visual Documentation - photo exhibition  
 
Admission to all events is free.  
 
"Pathways to Enlightenment" 
 
An anniversary to be appreciated 
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.  
A man for all seasons, past - present - future  
In celebration of Dr. King's Berlin visit in 1964 
 
Fountainhead® Tanz Théâtre presents under the production and direction of Prof. Donald 
Muldrow Griffith and Prof. Gayle McKinney Griffith, the 29th edition of the annual 
intercultural and interdisciplinary festival Black International Cinema Berlin. The event will 
occur from May 7-11 2014 for the 6th time in the Schöneberg Town Hall, again in 
cooperation with the Commissioner for Integration of the district Tempelhof-Schöneberg, 
Gabriele Gün Tank, and in association with the Embassy of the United States of America, 
Berlin. Subsequently and as part of the festival Fountainhead® Tanz Théâtre presents 
under the curation of Prof. Donald Muldrow Griffith the visual documentation and 
photographic exhibition "Footprints in the Sand?" from July 1 - August 31, 2014 in the 
foyer of the Town Hall Schöneberg.  
 
With the event Fountainhead® Tanz Théâtre celebrates the 50th anniversary of the Berlin 
visit of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., a man for all seasons, past, present and future. 
This may be witnessed at the opening May 7 at 6.00 p. m. in the Theodor-Heuss-Hall. In 
addition to various speeches, a performance of reading and music will be presented, 
which acknowledges the extraordinary activities of this man in the world. Also in honor of 



Martin Luther King Fountainhead® Tanz Théâtre produced under the direction of Prof. 
Donald Muldrow Griffith, a cinematic collage which includes various forms of artistic 
expressions, entitled A DAY IN THE LIFE ...? AND A CHILD WILL LEAD THE WAY .... 
The film will celebrate its premiere on the XXIX. 2014 Black International Cinema Berlin.  
 
This year's festival is inspired by the guiding theme "Pathways to Enlightenment". This 
metaphor represents the diverse possibilities to approach intercultural and international 
perspectives in the form of videos, articles, seminars and artistic contributions and paths 
which lead to new knowledge and encourage the utilization of this knowledge to shape 
societies in a constructive manner. At the festival, the Berlin audience is provided with 
insights into various cultural, social and economic circumstances and prospects in a 
respectful and appreciative atmosphere. Films from Africa, the African Diaspora and 
contributions to intercultural and international issues will be screened. The films allow the 
visitors to experience world perspectives which often remain sealed to them. These 
insights and the possibility of exchange provide a valuable treasure with regard to the 
efforts toward better understanding, growing cooperation and constructive coexistence in 
our changing society.  
 
Admission to all events is free. 
 
Mottos: 
"I may not make it if I try, but I damn sure won't if I don't..." - Oscar Brown Jr. 
"Mankind will either find a way or make one." - C.P. Snow 
"Whatever you do..., be cool!" - Joseph Louis Turner 
"Yes, I can...!" - Sammy Davis Jr. 
"Yes, We can...!" - Barack Obama 
 
Contact 
http://www.blackinternationalcinema.de/BIC14/bic_14.htm 
http://www.fountainhead-tanz-theatre.de 
E-Mail: bicdance@aol.com 
 
 
Fountainhead® Tanz Théâtre/Cultural Zephyr e.V., March 2014 





Berliner Film Festivals 
 
BICB 2014: Intercultural Dialogue 
 
(photo: scene from "Reflections Unheard: Black Women in Civil Rights" by Nevline Nnaji ". 
(c) XXIX 2014 Black International Cinema Berlin) 
 
 
The Black International Cinema Festival in Berlin presents under the motto "Pathways to 
Enlightenment" films about Africa, the African Diaspora and films from various intercultural 
perspectives. During the 29th edition, the organizers of the Fountainhead Tanz Théâtre, 
under the direction of Prof. Donald Muldrow Griffith, present international documentary and 
feature film contributions whose subject matter include social disadvantages and ethnic 
conflicts of the black populations worldwide. From May 7-11, the audience at the 
Schöneberg city hall is provided through film screenings, lectures, discussions and 
exhibitions with an intercultural, artistic and intellectual exchange about the complex 
causes and solutions. 
This year's focus is the 50th anniversary of Martin Luther King's visit to Berlin in 1964. 
Further more, the festival's contributions deal with less familiar topics. Therefore, the 
documentation "Reflections Unheard: Black Women in Civil Rights" by Nevline Nnaji, is 
exploring the role of black women in the American Civil Rights Movement of the 60's and 
70's. These were perceived inadequately, both in the male-dominated Black Power 
movement and the predominately white and middle class feminist movement. 
 
In "Mumia: Long Distance Revolutionary", Stephen Vittoria deals with the life of the 
controversially discussed author and journalist Mumia Abu-Jamal. In 1982, the Civil Rights 
activist was sentenced to death in the United States for the murder of a police officer. 
Since then, he has published articles from prison and subsequently become a cult figure, 
especially in the extreme left of the political spectrum. 
 
Henning Koch 
 
29 Black International Cinema Berlin will take place May 7-11, 2014 at Rathaus 
Schoeneberg (Schöneberg city hall) 
More about the program under www.blackinternationalcinema.de. 





BerlinOnline 
 
"Black International Cinema Berlin" at the city hall 
 
Art and Culture 
 
Schöneberg - Kiezkultur - 2014.04.28. 
 
 
There is no shortage of film festivals in Berlin, as there are a few dozen each year. 
However, only a few have been around for so long as has the "Black International Cinema 
Berlin", which in 1986 was produced for the first time. The 29th edition will take place from 
May 7-11, 2014. 
 
At the Rathaus Schöneberg, there will not only be the competition between international 
filmmakers in focus. According to the organizers, it is rather about presenting a selection of 
unique documentaries, feature films and short films, workshops and artistic performances 
which will open new perspectives to the festival's guests, to critically question cultural 
realities and promote exchange and cooperation between the participants. Among others, 
the program includes films from the U.S.A., Cuba, Germany, Israel, the Democratic 
Republic of Congo and Spain. 
 
The festival's motto is "pathways to enlightenment." Admission to all events is free. More 
information and the complete schedule is available here. 
 
 
 





BĘŘŁŸÑ 2014/07/08 
international number 114 
 
The newsletter of the Commissioner for Integration 
 
 
 
07.01. - 08.31.:  
"PATHWAYS TO ENLIGHTENMENT” 
Photographic exhibition at the Rathaus Schöneberg in the series "Footprints in the 
Sand?"  
 
Vernissage: 07.01.2014, 6.30 p.m.l  
 
"Footprints in the Sand?" - Exhibition  
"Pathways to Enlightenment / Wege zur Erkenntnis” 
Visual Documentation - Photographic Exhibition  
 
The exhibition documents the history of Fountainhead® Tanz Theatre in association with  
 
Sandra Becker - Berlin, Karen D. Brame El-Amin - USA, Martin Christoph - Berlin,  
Ilka Forst - Berlin, Susanne Gerber - Berlin, Amir Kaufmann - Berlin/Israel,  
Judith Lenhardt - Berlin, Andrea Lippold - Berlin, Hartmut Radowsky - Berlin,  
Ricky Reiser - Berlin, Pia Sommer - Bayreuth, Ulli Steltzer - Canada,  
Thomas M. Wendt - Berlin, Ursula Wunder - Berlin  
 
July 1 - August 31, 2014  
Vernissage: July 1, 6.30 p.m.  
 
Rathaus Schöneberg, Foyer / Cinema  
John F. Kennedy-Platz, 10825 Berlin  
 
Producer, Director, Curator:  
Prof. Donald Muldrow Griffith / Fountainhead® Tanz Théâtre  
in cooperation with Gabriele Gün Tank, Commissioner for Integration of the district 
Tempelhof-Schöneberg  
 
The visual documentation and photographic exhibition "Footprints in the Sand?" - 
Exhibition will be presented this year for the 6th time in the foyer of the town hall of 
Schöneberg. Under the production, direction and curation of Prof. Donald Muldrow 
Griffith/Fountainhead® Tanz Théâtre, the works present a picture of the activities of 
people of various cultural, ethnic, religious and socio-economic backgrounds and their 
historical contributions they offer to Berlin and other societies. Under the title "Pathways to 
Enlightenment" the exhibition is one of many mosaics in which the undertakings of 
Fountainhead® Tanz Théâtre participate. It is part of a process which documents the 
existence and contributions of individuals and groups to the societies in which they and we 
live, so they are prevented from becoming "Footprints in the Sand?". 
Documented is the history of Fountainhead® Tanz Théâtre, which since 1980 realizes in 
Berlin and worldwide interdisciplinary arts and cultural projects which are devoted to 
transnational, intercultural diplomacy and the promotion of respect and recognition as well 
as cooperation and exchange in our culturally diverse society in Berlin and elsewhere. 



Fountainhead® Tanz Théâtre has also invited a number of international artists to 
participate with their works in the past and present exhibitions. On display are paintings, 
photographs, drawings, prints, collages, posters and texts.  
The exhibition follows the intercultural and interdisciplinary festival Black International 
Cinema Berlin, which was presented for the 29th time by Fountainhead® Tanz Théâtre 
from May 7-11, 2014 at the town hall of Schöneberg (Rathaus Schöneberg).  
 
Fountainhead® Tanz Théâtre was founded by Prof. Donald Muldrow Griffith, Prof. Gayle 
McKinney Griffith, Lynnda Curry, Ricky Powell and Detlef Bäcker, four American artists 
and a German colleague, who in 1979 met at the Theater des Westens (Theater of the 
West) in Berlin. They decided to remain in Berlin, and began the implementation of 
intercultural, interdisciplinary and international productions in the fields of dance, theater, 
television, workshops, film/video festivals, exhibitions and publications.  
 
Fountainhead® Tanz Théâtre engages people from various national, cultural, ethnic, 
socio-economic and religious backgrounds as well as sexual identities, who work together 
in a variety of artistic and cultural disciplines, with the intention to create, experience and 
communicate intercultural exchange within projects and for the world community. 
 
 
Mottos: 
"I may not make it if I try, but I damn sure won´t if I don´t..." – Oscar Brown Jr. 
"Mankind will either find a way or make one." – C.P. Snow 
"Whatever you do..., be cool!" – Joseph Louis Turner 
"Yes, I can...!" – Sammy Davis Jr. 
"Yes, We can...!" – Barack Obama 
 
Contact 
Information: Tel.: (030) 782 16 21, (030) 75 46 09 46, Fax: (030) 786 34 66 
E-Mail: bicdance@aol.com 
Internet: http://www.black-international-cinema.com/BIC14/html/bic14_fits_ge.htm 
www.fountainhead-tanz-theatre.de 
www.black-international-cinema.com 
www.blackinternationalcinema.de 
 





READ THE TRIEB 
 
Event Tip / 29. Black International Cinema 
 
 
From May 7-11, at the Theodor-Heuss-Hall, an outstanding film festival will occur: the 29th 
Black International Cinema Festival. A film festival, in which not only impressive films 
are presented, but also an international and cultural exchange is possible. The medium of 
film is utilized to provide the audience with an unique view into intercultural perspectives.  
 
The films include documentaries as well as feature film contributions, whose subject 
matter include social disadvantages and ethnic conflicts of black populations worldwide. In 
addition to film screenings, discussions and seminars will be offered, which are searching 
for causes and concrete solutions. 
 
29 Black International Cinema  
May 7-11, 2014  
Rathaus Schöneberg 
 
Admission free 
 
 
Program at www.blackinternationalcinema.de 
 
Source of information: http://berliner-filmfestivals.de/2014/05/29-black-international-
cinema-berlin-im-rathaus-schoeneberg 
 
Photographic source: www.blackinternationalcinema.de 
 





Der Tagesspiegel 
 
No. 22037 / Wednesday, May 7, 2014 
 

TIPS OF THE DAY 
 
 
FESTIVAL 
 
Black International Cinema 
This time the organizers of the intercultural festival “Black International Cinema Berlin” 
would like to appreciate the 50th anniversary of the visit of Martin Luther King in Berlin. It 
begins today with speeches, a performance consisting of readings and music as well as 
the premiere of Donald Muldrow Griffith's cinematic collage "A Day in the Life...? And a 
Child Will Lead the Way ...", which combines various forms of artistic expressions. 
 
8 p.m., admission free 
Theodor-Heuss-Hall, Rathaus Schöneberg (city hall), John-F.-Kennedy-Platz 







tip Berlin 
 
14 days Berlin program: May 08 – 21, 2014 
No. 10/2014, year 43, www.tip-berlin.de 
 
 
film | info 
 
 
Festival 
Black International Cinema Berlin 
 
1964 Martin Luther King Jr. (photo) visited the walled city. On the 50th anniversary of this 
event the 29th edition of the festival presents, among others, documentaries regarding the 
American Civil Rights Movement. The festival traditionally positions itself with topics 
regarding Africa, the African Diaspora and intercultural dialogue. The discourse is 
continued in exhibitions, performances and discussions. 
 
> Rathaus Schöneberg (city hall) May 7-11. 





Embassy of the United States of America, 
Berlin 
 
At these upcoming or ongoing events, the U.S. embassy is involved 
 
Calendar of events 
 
 
 
May 7: XXIX. 2014 Black International Cinema Berlin 
 
On Wednesday evening from 6.00 p. m. the 29th Black International Cinema Berlin will 
open in the Schöneberg Town Hall! The film festival is dedicated to the Berlin visit of Dr. 
Martin Luther King 50 years ago. Nevline Nnaji’s documentary "Reflections Unheard: 
Black Women in Civil Rights" is the opening film, which is shown from 8.00 p. m. In it the 
transformative experiences of black women and their contributions towards the Civil Rights 
Movement will be illuminated. With reference to the former black civil rights activists 
Nnaji’s film revives the spirit of the 1960’s again, as Dr. Martin Luther King played a very 
important role in American society. The program (PDF) runs from 7th to May 11th. Here is 
also the greeting of our cultural attaché. 
 
 
 

Boschaft der Vereinigten Staaten von 
Amerika, Berlin 
 
 
Veranstaltungskalender 
 
Die US-Botschaft ist besonders stolz darauf, zu den Unterstützern der 29. Ausgabe des 
Berliner Black International Cinema Festivals im Jahr 2014 zu zählen. Gewidmet dem 
Besuch von Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. im West- und Ostteil von Berlin vor 50 Jahren, wird 
das diesjährige Festival unter dem Motto "Wege zur Erkenntnis" stattfinden.  
 
Grußwort 





zitty Berlin 
The capital city magazine for 14 days and nights 
Issue 10/2014, May 1-15, www.zitty.de 
 
07 Wednesday 
 
Cinema Tip 
 
 
FESTIVAL: BLACK INTERNATIONAL CINEMA BERLIN 
 
No less than "Pathways to Enlightenment" promises this year's 29th edition of the 
intercultural and interdisciplinary festival "Black International Cinema Berlin", which takes 
place through Sunday at Rathaus Schöneberg. Particularly worthy and as a source of 
inspiration this time, the organizers celebrate the 50th anniversary of the visit of Martin 
Luther King in Berlin. It begins today with speeches, a performance consisting of readings 
and music as well as the premiere of Donald Muldrow Griffith's cinematic collage "A Day in 
the Life...? And a Child Will Lead the Way ...", which combines various forms of artistic 
expressions. In addition to many films from Africa, America, Asia and Europe which often 
deal with political or otherwise socially relevant topics, there will be also seminars, a 
reading for children and other performances. For all events applies: Admission free. 
 
Author: Gym 
 
6 p.m., Theodor-Heuss-Hall, Rathaus Schöneberg (city hall), John-F.-Kennedy-Platz, 
Schöneberg 






